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February 23, 1847
A letter of George Minot, 4 Court St., Boston, to Mr. N. Silsbee,
stating that he heard from Rev. J.[Isaac7] N. Wyckoff that Van
Raalte was eager to buy lots at the mouth of the Black River,
owned by Silsbee. Please notify Minot if he is willing to sell
this property to ACVR.
Holland Historical Trust Collection, N. Silsbee file, T88-173a

C

Holland Historical Trust Collection
of the
ir;nt Archives of Holland
Boston, Feb. 23, 1847

Hon. Mr. Silsbee:
Dear Sir:
This morning received a letter from the Rev. J. N. Wyckoff of Albany,
N. Y., which among other matters of business contained what I have
copied below, which must be my excuse for writing to you. The letter
says:
"As I understand you to take an interest in the affairs
of the Hollanders you may be informed that the Rev. Mr. Van
Raalte from Guelderland, Holland, is in this country as the
pioneer of a colony that is to be established. He has purchased
some lands for this purpose on the North Black River on the
Western border of the State of Michigan. There are some lots
at the mouth of said river where it debauches into Black Lake
which belong to a gentleman resident at or near Boston by the
name of N. Silsbee, Esq. Mr. Van Raalte is anxious to secure
those lots. He has besought me to go to Boston and secure them,
but forasmuch as I know not the residence of Mr. Silsbee am not a man of business and have no time to spare - I take the
liberty to beg of you to see Mr. Silsbee and ask of him to part
with those lots to no man but Mr. Van Raalte or until he shall
hear from and negotiate with him."

The above extract will give to you all the knowledge I have of this
matter. I have good reason to believe, however, that the persons composing
the colony are honest, industrious and moral persons. They are Protestant.
The reasons that I take an interest in them is that my wife was born
in Holland and near where the colony is to come from. I commend them
to your favour. If you will please write to me whether you will give
them the chance to buy of you, I will at once inform them of your decision.
fr

Georpe Minot
4 Court St.
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.<,Flatland Historical Trust Collection
of the
Jont Archives of Holland
Boston, Feb. 23, 1847
Hon. Mr. Silsbee:
Dear Sir:
This morning received a letter from the Rev. J. N. Wyckoff of Albany,
N. Y., which amont other matters of business contained what I have
copied below, which must be my excuse for writing to you. The letter
says:
"As I understand you to take an interest in the affairs
of the Hollanders you may be informed that the Rev. Mr. Van
Raalte from Guelderland, Holland, is in this country as the
pioneer of a colony that is to be established. He has purchased
some lands for this purpose on the North Black River on the
Western border of the State of Michigan. There are some lots
at the mouth of said river where it debouches into Black Lake
which belong to a gentleman resident at or near Boston by the
name of N. Silsbee, Esq. Mr. Van Raalte is anxious to secure
those lots. He has besought me to go to Boston and secure them,
but forasmuch as I know not the residence of Mr. Silsbee am not a man of business and have no time to spare - I take the
liberty to beg of you to see Mr. Silsbee and ask of him to part
with those lots to no man but Mr. Van Raalte or until he shall
hear from and negotiate with him."
The above extract will give to you all the knowledge I have of this
matter. I have good reason to believe, however, that the persons composing
the colony are honest, industrious and moral persons. They are Protestant.
The reasons that I take an interest in them is that my wife was born
in Holland and near where the colony is to come from. I commend them
to your favour. If you will please write to me whether you will give
them the chance to buy of you, I will at once inform them of your decision.
George Minot
4 Court St.
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